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Hope everyone’s enjoying the summer. As we begin to
cautiously gather in person, a few events are happening
either in person or online.
The Common Ground Fair anticipates returning to the
MOFGA fairgrounds in Unity on September 24, 25 and 26.
Look for the Maine Archaeological Society table and stop by
to say hello.
The Maine Historical Society Begin Again Series:
A Talk with Darren Ranco
Major Episodes of Colonial Racism in Maine State Indian
History and Policy:
Wherever we are in Maine, we are on Wabanaki homeland. In this
talk, Dr. Darren Ranco will show how issues of racial injustice
have shaped State of Maine Indian History and Policy, as well as
give a broad historical and rights context to contemporary issues
related to Wabanaki Tribal Sovereignty and Treaty Rights.
Held Tuesday, July 20 via zoom and now available to stream
through the Maine Historical Society website:
https://www.mainehistory.org/onlineprograms/
Old Fort Western’s Bicentennial Lecture Series features an
excellent series of talks on Maine history including Arthur
Spiess, Leith Smith, Leon Cranmer, Bruce Bourque, Fred
Kroeber and others. All lectures are archived and can be
streamed here:

Summer 2021
exploring the history and archaeology of the Ridge
Community, a predominately Black community in
Kennebunk circa 1790 to 1830. The exhibit is part of a larger
exhibit titled, Who Makes History? How People, Museums and
Archaeology Can Tell the Full Story, on view through October.
See the following page for more information.
The Abbe Museum is hosting a Basket Workshop with
Gabriel Frey, Passamaquoddy on two days, Friday, August
13th (12 – 5pm) and Saturday August 14th (10 – 4 pm) For
more information, or to register, contact Abbe Museum
Curator of Education Starr Kelly at (207) 288-3519 or
starr@abbemuseum.org.
Gabriel Frey’s website: https://gabrielfreybaskets.com
Revisit the Maine Midden Minders and find out how you
can get involved. Lots of new information on the importance
of documenting middens as they increasingly erode due to
rising sea levels. Organized by Alice Kelley and Bonnie
Newsom at University of Maine Orono
https://umaine.edu/middenminders/

New Maine Archaeology Publications
Just Released

https://vimeo.com/showcase/oldfortwestern

Two new publications - Fort Halifax and the Goddard Site
- are available for purchase through the Maine
Archaeological Society online store or by mail. The
monographs are further detailed on the next page.

The Brick Store Museum is hosting an exhibit curated by
Leith Smith (Maine Historic Preservation Commission) and
a team at the Brick Store Museum including Cynthia Walker
(Executive Director), Leanne Hayden (Collections Manager)
and Kathy Ostrander-Roberts (Kennebunk Town Historian)

The wine bottles pictured above were found in a privy
during the Fort Halifax excavations. These bottles were
likely used and reused for a variety of purposes throughout
their lives not only for wine, but also for storing vinegar, oil,
beer, liquor, or other liquids.
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Goddard: A Prehistoric Village Site on Blue Hill Bay,
Maine. By Steven L. Cox. Occasional Publications in
Maine Archaeology Number 16. 130 pages, 100+
illustrations. Publication: April 2021.

History and Archaeology of Fort Halifax, Winslow,
Maine. By Leon E. Cranmer and Perleston L. Pert.
Occasional Publications in Maine Archaeology Number
17. 245 pp. Part One: Archaeology 163 pages, 100+
illustrations. Part Two: History 70 pages. Publication
April 2021.
This two-part book presents the history of Fort Halifax in
Winslow, Maine, a frontier fort from 1754 to 1767 in Part
Two. Six years of archaeological testing by the Maine
Historic Preservation Commission, the artifacts and
reconstructed architecture of the Fort are presented in
Part One. Many illustrations accompany the artifact
descriptions. One blockhouse from the Fort survived
until April 1, 1987, when a massive Kennebec River flood
washed it downstream. Many of the timbers were
recovered, and the blockhouse has been reconstructed.

The Goddard site is the often-discussed Norse Coin site
in Brooklin, Maine, located on the southwest corner of the
Penobscot Bay area. Excavations started by avocational
archaeologists in the 1970s recovered a European coin,
among many pre-European Native American artifacts.
News of the Norse coin identification reached the public
in 1978, and the Maine legislature responded with an
appropriation to accomplish appropriate professional
archaeological testing of the area in 1979. The Maine State
Museum led multiple seasons of fieldwork, recording a
Late Archaic Moorehead phase occupation and a late
Ceramic period village as the primary occupations. The
Late Ceramic period use is interpreted as a summer
gathering place and trade location. This is the site report
with all the details.

East Wall Profile of Feature M69 at the Goddard Site
Feature M69 was the most extensive feature excavated at
the Goddard site and represents a dense Late Ceramic
Period pit feature interpreted as a refuse pit with three
discrete deposits described as “layers of black, organic,
greasy midden fill with abundant cultural material and
food remains, separated by layers of dark brown sand
and cobbles” Faunal remains within the feature “are
dominated by seal and sturgeon scute, although deer,
beaver, sea mink, hare, bird, and other fish are also
present. Artifacts from the feature include cord-wrapped
and stick punctate pottery, biface blades and other biface
fragments, small end scrappers…materials include local
rhyolites, Munsungan chert, Nova Scotia chalcedonies,
and several flakes of Ramah chert” Pick up a copy of the
book to learn more about this complex Wabanaki cultural
site.

Eroding Coastal Landforms in the Middle
Atlantic Region,
MAS presentation by Darren L. Lowery, Ph.D.
For anyone who missed the Maine Archaeological Society
Spring Virtual Meeting on April 26, 2021, you still have a
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chance to see Darren Lowery’s excellent talk, Late
Pleistocene Geoarchaeology: A Long-Term Collective
Investigation of Eroding Coastal Landforms in the
Middle Atlantic Region.

history of our area (and most areas) being brought to the
forefront – and highlight how archaeology helps communities
develop that fuller history that may have been “missed” the first
time around.”.

Lowery directs the non-profit Chesapeake Watershed
Archaeological Research Foundation and is a long-term
Research Associate & Fellow at the Smithsonian
Institution. He has surveyed over 3,000 miles of coastline
within the Middle Atlantic Region documenting
archaeological sites as well as the impacts of erosion.
Lowery has found evidence for some the earliest known
occupations in the Middle Atlantic including an eroding
pre-Clovis site on Parsons Island in the Chesapeake Bay
with radiocarbon dates older than 17,000 years B.P and a
spectacular stone tool assemblage. You can watch
Lowery’s fascinating and engaging discussion about the
work he is doing and the impacts of coastal erosion on
archaeological sites at the link below.

Research about the Ridge Community is ongoing and
Walker notes that “for the majority of people living there,
specific occupations were not listed (on census records) or
known, though a man named Tom Bassett was a well-known
fiddle player in town. The community appeared to be fairly selfsufficient with a large garden/farm and basketry and broommaking were trades they were known for.
Artifacts collected during excavations at Ridge
Community by the Maine Historic Preservation
Commission are on view through October with other
collections to be rotated in through January 2022.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jsricc1TmZg
After you watch Darren’s talk, check out the Maine
Midden Minders and join those guys in documenting
rapidly eroding archaeology along Maine’s coastline.
1988 Smithsonian Excavations at Site 18TA212a
Fragments of ceramics and buttons found at the
Ridge Community and complete examples

Photo courtesy of Darren Lowery

New Exhibit at the Brick Store Museum:
“Who Makes History? How People, Museums
and Archaeology Can Tell the Full Story”

“Most of the artifacts found by archaeologists at the Structure
2 and Black Chance sites were highly fragmented. In total, over
140 ceramic, glass, tin and iron vessels were identified.
However, each was represented by a small number of pieces,
which made display and interpretation a challenge. In response,
the curation team opted to display complete antique vessels and
objects (not found at the site) next to the archaeological
fragments to show how the objects appeared prior to breakage.
Keep in mind that what was found represents only those objects
that were broken and discarded.” – Leith Smith, PhD

We talked with Cynthia Walker about a new exhibit at the
Brick Store Museum exploring the history and
archaeology of the Ridge community in Kennebunk circa
1790–1830. The Ridge community was built by formerly
enslaved people, both of African descent and Wabanaki
and may also have included people who arrived in Maine
free, possibly as mariners. Slavery was declared illegal in
Massachusetts (of which Maine was still a part) in 1783
and in 1820, Maine entered the United States as a free
state under the Missouri Compromise.
The Ridge Community exhibit is part of a larger exhibit
looking at the role of museums and collecting in shaping
the past and the historical narrative. “We try to talk very
honestly about how the colonial mindset has prevented a fuller

Fragments of glassware and bottles including stemware,
case and wine bottles from the Ridge Community
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The Maine Archaeological Society
The Maine Archaeological Society (TMAS), a
501(c)3 non-profit organization, was founded
in 1956 and currently consist of professional
and avocational archaeologists, as well as
individuals of the general public who are
interested in furthering the objectives of the
society. The organization’s mission is to
promote archaeological awareness through
education and publication, and encourage
archaeological conservation.
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Eric Lahti within the Old Store/Boarding House Foundation

Join us for five days (September
29th-October 3rd) in Maine’s
North Woods excavating the
Katahdin Iron Works Company
Store and Boarding House. The
site is roughly 15 miles north of
Brownville along the West
Branch of the Pleasant River on
land recently acquired by the
Appalachian Mountain Club.
We will be tent/pop-up/car
camping at one of the KI-Jo
Mary group sites on nearby
Silver Lake. The setup is rustic.

Maine Archaeological Society
2021 Fall Meeting
We are hoping to meet in person this fall at the
University of New England in Biddeford on
Sunday, October 24th. We will keep you posted as
we head into the fall, and if an in-person meeting
is not safely possible, we will have another great
virtual meeting and look forward to seeing
everyone!

Blast Furnace at Katahdin Iron Works

